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In Mexican Melodrama, Elena Lahr-Vivaz explores the compelling ways that new-wave Mexican directors
use the tropes and themes of Golden Age films to denounce the excesses of a nation characterized as a
fragmented and fictitious construct. Analyzing big hits and quiet successes of both Golden Age and new-
wave cinema, the author offers in each chapter a comparative reading of films from the two eras,
considering, for instance, Amores perros (Love’s a Bitch, Alejandro González Iñárritu, 2000) alongside
Nosotros los pobres (We the Poor, Ismael Rodríguez, 1947). Through such readings, Lahr-Vivaz examines
how new-wave directors draw from a previous generation to produce meaning in the present.

Mexico’s Golden Age of film—the period from the 1930s to the 1950s—is considered “golden” due to both
the prestige of the era’s stars and the critical and popular success of the films released. Golden Age directors
often turned to the tropes of melodrama and allegory to offer spectators an image of an idealized Mexico and
to spur the formation of a spectatorship united through shared tears and laughter. In contrast, Lahr-Vivaz
demonstrates that new-wave directors of the 1990s and 2000s use the melodramatic mode to present a vision
of fragmentation and to open a space for critical resistance. In so doing, new-wave directors highlight the
limitations rather than the possibilities of a unified spectatorship, and point to the need for spectators to
assume a critical stance in the face of the exigencies of the present.

Written in an accessible style, Mexican Melodrama offers a timely comparative analysis of critically
acclaimed films that will serve as key referents in discussions of Mexican cinema for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Eslinger:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Mexican Melodrama: Film
and Nation from the Golden Age to the New Wave? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

David Dozier:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because
just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Mexican Melodrama: Film and Nation from the
Golden Age to the New Wave to read.

Kenneth Connolly:

This Mexican Melodrama: Film and Nation from the Golden Age to the New Wave are reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Mexican Melodrama: Film and
Nation from the Golden Age to the New Wave can be on the list of great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Mexican Melodrama: Film and Nation from the
Golden Age to the New Wave giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Mary Otter:

The e-book with title Mexican Melodrama: Film and Nation from the Golden Age to the New Wave has lot
of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
this anywhere you want.
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