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Remarkably little has been written on the subject of modernism in Japanese fiction. Until now there has been
neither a comprehensive survey of Japanese modernist fiction nor an anthology of translations to provide a
systematic introduction. Only recently have the terms "modernism" and "modernist" become part of the
standard discourse in English on modern Japanese literature and doubts concerning their authenticity vis-a-
vis Western European modernism remain. This anomaly is especially ironic in view of the decidedly modan
prose crafted by such well-known Japanese writers as Kawabata Yasunari, Nagai Kafu, and Tanizaki
Jun’ichiro. By contrast, scholars in the visual and fine arts, architecture, and poetry readily embraced
modanizumu as a key concept for describing and analyzing Japanese culture in the 1920s and 1930s.

This volume addresses this discrepancy by presenting in translation for the first time a collection of twenty-
five stories and novellas representative of Japanese authors who worked in the modernist idiom from 1913 to
1938. Its prefatory materials provide a systematic overview of the literary movement’s salient features?anti-
naturalism, cosmopolitanism, the concept of the double self, and actionism?and describe how modanizumu
evolved from its early "jagged edges" into a sophisticated yet popular expression of Japanese urban life in
the first half of the twentieth century. The modanist style, characterized by youthful exuberance, a tongue-in-
cheek tone, and narrative techniques like superimposition, is amply illustrated.

Modanizumu introduces faces altogether new or relatively unknown: Abe Tomoji, Kajii Motojiro, Murayama
Kaita, Osaki Midori, Tachibana Sotoo, Takeda Rintaro, Tani Joji, Yoshiyuki Eisuke, and Yumeno Kyusaku.
It also revisits such luminaries as Kawabata, Tanizaki, and the detective novelist Edogawa Ranpo. Key
works that it culls from the modernist repertoire include Funahashi Seiichi’s Diving, Hagiwara Sakutaro’s
"Town of Cats," Ito Sei’s Streets of Fiendish Ghosts, and Kawabata’s film scenario Page of Madness. This
volume moves beyond conventional views to place this important movement in Japanese fiction within a
global context: an indigenous expression born of the fission of local creativity and the fusion of cross-
cultural interaction.
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From reader reviews:

Pedro Engle:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Modanizumu: Modernist Fiction from Japan, 1913-1938.

Tina Alley:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Modanizumu:
Modernist Fiction from Japan, 1913-1938 suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Modanizumu: Modernist Fiction from Japan, 1913-1938is the
main of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the
world on this book.

Eugene Ruano:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in the top
record in your reading list is usually Modanizumu: Modernist Fiction from Japan, 1913-1938. This book that
is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Jennifer Stephens:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Modanizumu: Modernist Fiction from Japan, 1913-1938
can make you feel more interested to read.
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