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Between 1945 and 1953, while the Soviet Union confronted postwar reconstruction and Cold War crises, its
unchallenged leader Joseph Stalin carved out time to study scientific disputes and dictate academic solutions.
He spearheaded a discussion of "scientific" Marxist-Leninist philosophy, edited reports on genetics and
physiology, adjudicated controversies about modern physics, and wrote essays on linguistics and political
economy. Historians have been tempted to dismiss all this as the megalomaniacal ravings of a dying dictator.
But in Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars, Ethan Pollock draws on thousands of previously unexplored
archival documents to demonstrate that Stalin was in fact determined to show how scientific truth and Party
doctrine reinforced one another. Socialism was supposed to be scientific, and science ideologically correct,
and Stalin ostensibly embodied the perfect symbiosis between power and knowledge.

Focusing on six major postwar debates in the Soviet scientific community, this elegantly written book shows
that Stalin's forays into scholarship can be understood only within the context of international tensions,
institutional conflicts, and the growing uncertainty about the proper relationship between scientific
knowledge and Party-dictated truths. The nature of Stalin's interventions makes clear that more was at stake
than high politics: these science wars were about asserting that the Party was rational and modern, and about
codifying the Soviet worldview in a battle for the hearts and minds of people around the globe during the
early Cold War. Ultimately, however, the effort to develop a scientific basis for Soviet ideology undermined
the system's legitimacy.
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From reader reviews:

John Ashcraft:

Here thing why this particular Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars are different and reputable to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious
as food or not. Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars giving you information deeper since different ways, you
can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars.
It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground,
café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed
book maybe the form of Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars in e-book can be your alternative.

Daniel Watkins:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Stalin and the
Soviet Science Wars, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Carolyn Cook:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars as well
as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire
to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks
are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other
book likes Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.

Irish Watts:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore this Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars can make you truly feel more interested
to read.
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