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In the wake of Kristallnacht, November 9, 1938, Sigmund Tobias and his parents made plans to flee a
Germany that was becoming increasingly dangerous for them. Like many other European Jews, they faced
the impossibility of obtaining visas to enter any other country in Europe or almost anywhere else in the
world. One city offered shelter without requiring a visa: the notorious pleasure capital, Shanghai. Seventeen
thousand Jewish refugees flocked to Hongkew, a section of Shanghai ruled by the Japanese.Beginning in
December 1938 these refugees created an active community that continued to exist through the end of the
war and was dissolved by the early 1950s. In this exotic sanctuary, Sigmund Tobias grew from a six-year-old
child to an adolescent. Strongly attracted by the discipline and rigor of Talmudic study, Tobias entered the
Mirrer Yeshiva, a rabbinical seminary transplanted from the Polish city of Mir. The money and food the
1,200 refugees of the Yeshiva received from the American Jewish community made them a privileged elite
within the Shanghai Jewish community.Tobias' own coming-of-age story unfolds within his descriptions of
Jewish life in Shanghai. Depleted by disease and hunger, constantly struggling with primitive and crowded
conditions, the refugees faced shortages of food, clothing, and medicine that became increasingly severe as
the war continued. Tobias observes the under life of Shanghai: the prostitution and black market profiteering,
the brutal lives of the Chinese workers, the tensions between Chinese and Japanese during the war, and the
paralyzing inflation and the approach of the communist 'liberators' afterward.Sheltered from what was
happening in Europe, Tobias recounts the anguish of the refugees when news of the Holocaust finally
reached them. Richly detailed, "Strange Haven" opens a little-documented chapter of the Holocaust and
provides a fascinating glimpse of life for these foreigners in a foreign land. An epilogue describes the
changes Tobias observed when he returned to Shanghai forty years later as a visiting professor.
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From reader reviews:

John Townsend:

This Strange Haven: A JEWISH CHILDHOOD IN WARTIME SHANGHAI book is not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. That Strange Haven: A JEWISH CHILDHOOD IN WARTIME SHANGHAI without we
understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry Strange Haven: A JEWISH CHILDHOOD IN WARTIME SHANGHAI can bring if you are
and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This Strange Haven: A JEWISH CHILDHOOD IN WARTIME SHANGHAI having
great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Sam Richey:

This book untitled Strange Haven: A JEWISH CHILDHOOD IN WARTIME SHANGHAI to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online.
The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Donald Murphy:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Strange Haven: A JEWISH
CHILDHOOD IN WARTIME SHANGHAI which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.

Sharon Doyle:

This Strange Haven: A JEWISH CHILDHOOD IN WARTIME SHANGHAI is new way for you who has
interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Strange Haven: A
JEWISH CHILDHOOD IN WARTIME SHANGHAI can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book
type for your better life along with knowledge.
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