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In this volume, Milette Gaifman explores a phenomenon known as aniconism -- the absence of figural
images of gods in Greek practiced religion and the adoption of aniconic monuments, namely objects such as
pillars and poles, to designate the presence of the divine. Shifting our attention from the well-known
territories of Greek anthropomorphism and naturalism, it casts new light on the realm of non-figural objects
in Greek religious art.

Drawing upon a variety of material and textual evidence dating from the rise of the Greek polis in the eighth
century BC to the rise of Christianity in the first centuries AD, this book shows that aniconism was more
significant than has often been assumed. Coexisting with the fully figural forms for representing the divine
throughout Greek antiquity, aniconic monuments marked an undefined yet fixedly located divine presence.
Cults centered on rocks were encountered at crossroads and on the edges of the Greek city. Despite
aniconism's liminality, non-figural markers of divine presence became a subject of interest in their own right
during a time when mimesis occupied the center of Greek visual culture. The ancient Greeks saw the
worship of stones and poles without images as characteristic of the beginning of their own civilization.
Similarly, in the Hellenistic and Roman periods, the existence of aniconism was seen as physical evidence
for the continuity of ancient Greek traditions from time immemorial.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Cervantes:

The ability that you get from Aniconism in Greek Antiquity (Oxford Studies in Ancient Culture &
Representation) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you
get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Aniconism in
Greek Antiquity (Oxford Studies in Ancient Culture & Representation) giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the
idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this specific Aniconism in Greek Antiquity (Oxford Studies in
Ancient Culture & Representation) instantly.

Novella Tinch:

This Aniconism in Greek Antiquity (Oxford Studies in Ancient Culture & Representation) usually are
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Aniconism in Greek
Antiquity (Oxford Studies in Ancient Culture & Representation) can be one of several great books you must
have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that
possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place
and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Aniconism in Greek
Antiquity (Oxford Studies in Ancient Culture & Representation) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Arlie Carrillo:

Beside this specific Aniconism in Greek Antiquity (Oxford Studies in Ancient Culture & Representation) in
your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Aniconism in Greek Antiquity (Oxford Studies in
Ancient Culture & Representation) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Chris Wolf:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there



but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Aniconism in Greek Antiquity (Oxford Studies in Ancient Culture & Representation)
can make you feel more interested to read.
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