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"Beautifully written, based on meticulous and probing analysis of the sources, Sean Field's admirable study
of Isabelle of France illuminates not only the woman herself but also the fascinating and complex world in
which she lived." —Elizabeth A. R. Brown, The City University of New York
 
"In this book Sean Field has done a remarkable job in reconstructing the life of Isabelle, the sister of France's
saintly king, Louis IX. He has also explored in considerable depth and with great insight the process of
making a saint in later medieval France. This is a first-rate study, one written with admirable economy and a
judicious sensitivity to the complexities of the sources." —William Chester Jordan, Dayton-Stockton
Professor of History, Princeton University
 
As the only daughter of Blanche of Castile, one of France's most powerful queens, and as the sister of the
Capetian saint Louis IX, Isabelle of France (1225-1270) was situated at the nexus of sanctity and power
during a significant era of French culture and medieval history. In this ground-breaking examination of
Isabelle's career, Sean Field uses a wealth of previously unstudied material to address significant issues in
medieval religious history, including the possibilities for women's religious authority, the creation and
impact of royal sanctity, and the relationship between men and women within the mendicant orders.
 
Field reinterprets Isabelle's career as a Capetian princess. Isabelle was remarkable for choosing a life of holy
virginity and for founding and co-authoring a rule for the Franciscan abbey of Longchamp. Isabelle did not
become a nun there, but remained a powerful lay patron, living in a modest residence on the abbey grounds.
Field maintains that Isabelle was a key actor in creating the aura of sanctity that surrounded the French royal
family in the thirteenth century, underscoring the link between the growth of Capetian prestige and power
and the idea of a divinely ordained, virtuous, and holy royal family. Her contemporary reputation for sanctity
emerges from a careful analysis of the Life of Isabelle of France written by the third abbess of Longchamp,
Agnes of Harcourt, and from papal bulls, letters, and other contemporary sources that have only recently
come to light.
 
Field also argues that Isabelle had a profound effect on the institutional history of Franciscan women. By
remaining outside the official Franciscan and church hierarchies, Isabelle maintained an ambiguous position
that allowed her to embrace Franciscan humility while retaining royal influence. Her new order of Sorores
minores was eagerly adopted by a number of communities, and her rule for the order eventually spread from
France to England, Italy, and Spain. An important study of a medieval woman's agency and power, Isabelle
of France explores the life of a remarkable figure in French and Franciscan history.  
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From reader reviews:

Lawanda Beverly:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Isabelle of France: Capetian Sanctity and Franciscan Identity in the Thirteenth
Century (ND Texts Medieval Culture) as your daily resource information.

Dan Morris:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Isabelle of France: Capetian Sanctity
and Franciscan Identity in the Thirteenth Century (ND Texts Medieval Culture) guide written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still hesitation Isabelle of France: Capetian Sanctity and Franciscan Identity in the
Thirteenth Century (ND Texts Medieval Culture) as good book not simply by the cover but also from the
content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Kristi Rowden:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up being
exactly added. This reserve Isabelle of France: Capetian Sanctity and Franciscan Identity in the Thirteenth
Century (ND Texts Medieval Culture) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If
you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like
today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Cassandra Harvey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you
also know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update
concerning something by book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of



them is Isabelle of France: Capetian Sanctity and Franciscan Identity in the Thirteenth Century (ND Texts
Medieval Culture).
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