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The first in-depth analysis of some of the most important epic poems of the Spanish Golden Age, Myth and
Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain breathes new life into five of these long- neglected texts. Elizabeth
Davis demonstrates that the epic must not be overlooked, for doing so creates a significant gap in one's
ability to appraise not only the cultural practice of the imperial age, but also the purest expression of its
ideology.

Davis's study focuses on heroic poetry written from 1569 to 1611, including Alonso de Ercilla's La
Araucana, undeniably the most significant epic poem of its time. Also included are Diego de Hojeda's La
Christiada, Juan Rufo's La Austriada,. Lope de Vega's Jerusalén Conquistada, and Cristóbal de Virués's
Historia del Monserrate.

Examining these epics as the major site for the construction of cultural identities and Renaissance nationalist
myths, Davis analyzes the means by which the epic constructs a Spanish sense of self. Because this sense of
identity is not easily susceptible to direct representation, it is often derived in opposition to an "other," which
serves to reaffirm Spanish cultural superiority. The Spanish Christian caballeros are almost always pitted
against Amerindians, Muslims, Jews, or other adversaries portrayed as backward or heathen for their cultural
and ethnic differences.

The pro-Castilian elite of sixteenth-century Spain faced the daunting task of constructing unity at home in
the process of expansion and conquest abroad, yet ethnic and regional differences in the Iberian Peninsula
made the creation of an imperial identity particularly difficult. The epic, as Davis shows, strains to convey
the overriding image of a Spain that appears more unified than the Spanish empire ever truly was.

An important reexamination of the Golden Age canon, Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain
brings a new twist to the study of canon formation. While Davis does not ignore more traditional approaches
to the literary text, she does apply recent theories, such as deconstruction and feminist criticism, to these
poems, resulting in an innovative examination of the material.

Confronting such issues as canonicity, gender, the relationship between literature and Golden Age culture,
and that between art and power, this publication offers scholars a new perspective for assessing Golden Age
and Transatlantic studies.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Miller:

The experience that you get from Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain is a more deep you digging
the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial
Spain instantly.

Eleanor Yoo:

This book untitled Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain to be one of several books this best seller
in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Allen Yopp:

The e-book with title Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain has lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information
that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find
out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Joseph Levis:

The book untitled Myth and Identity in the Epic of Imperial Spain contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people,
so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The
author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want
to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.
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