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At the center of the upheavals brought by emancipation in the American South was the economic and social
transition from slavery to modern capitalism. In Between Slavery and Capitalism, Martin Ruef examines
how this institutional change affected individuals, organizations, and communities in the late nineteenth
century, as blacks and whites alike learned to navigate the shoals between two different economic worlds.
Analyzing trajectories among average Southerners, this is perhaps the most extensive sociological treatment
of the transition from slavery since W.E.B. Du Bois's Black Reconstruction in America.

In the aftermath of the Civil War, uncertainty was a pervasive feature of life in the South, affecting the
economic behavior and social status of former slaves, Freedmen's Bureau agents, planters, merchants, and
politicians, among others. Emancipation brought fundamental questions: How should emancipated slaves be
reimbursed in wage contracts? What occupations and class positions would be open to blacks and whites?
What forms of agricultural tenure could persist? And what paths to economic growth would be viable? To
understand the escalating uncertainty of the postbellum era, Ruef draws on a wide range of qualitative and
quantitative data, including several thousand interviews with former slaves, letters, labor contracts, memoirs,
survey responses, census records, and credit reports.

Through a resolutely comparative approach, Between Slavery and Capitalism identifies profound changes
between the economic institutions of the Old and New South and sheds new light on how the legacy of
emancipation continues to affect political discourse and race and class relations today.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Small:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Between Slavery and Capitalism: The Legacy of
Emancipation in the American South as your daily resource information.

Terry Carr:

Typically the book Between Slavery and Capitalism: The Legacy of Emancipation in the American South
has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Donna Young:

Beside this kind of Between Slavery and Capitalism: The Legacy of Emancipation in the American South in
your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and
the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Between Slavery and Capitalism: The Legacy of
Emancipation in the American South because this book offers for your requirements readable information.
Do you often have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Jeffrey Lambert:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Between Slavery and Capitalism: The Legacy of
Emancipation in the American South was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Between Slavery and Capitalism: The Legacy of Emancipation in the American South has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe
that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up
you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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