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When John Charles Chasteen learned that Sim?n Bolívar, the Liberator, danced on a banquet table to
celebrate Latin American independence in 1824, he tried to visualize the scene. How, he wondered, did the
Liberator dance? Did he bounce stiffly in his dress uniform? Or did he move his hips? In other words, how
high had African dance influences reached in Latin American societies? A vast social gap separated Bolívar
from people of African descent; however, Chasteen's research shows that popular culture could bridge the
gap.

Fast-paced and often funny, this book explores the history of Latin American popular dance before the
twentieth century. Chasteen first focuses on Havana, Buenos Aires, and Rio de Janeiro, where dances
featuring a "transgressive close embrace" (forerunners of today's salsa, tango, and samba) emerged by 1900.
Then, digging deeper in time, Chasteen uncovers the historical experiences that molded Latin American
popular dance, including carnival celebrations, the social lives of slaves, European fashions, and, oddly
enough, religious processions. The relationship between Latin American dance and nationalism, it turns out,
is very deep, indeed.
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From reader reviews:

Kristin Todd:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that National Rhythms, African
Roots: The Deep History of Latin American Popular Dance (Di Logos) book as nice and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Dawn Campbell:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
National Rhythms, African Roots: The Deep History of Latin American Popular Dance (Di Logos), you can
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a reserve.

Faye Berg:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
National Rhythms, African Roots: The Deep History of Latin American Popular Dance (Di Logos) provide
you with a new experience in examining a book.

Gary Jensen:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of
book National Rhythms, African Roots: The Deep History of Latin American Popular Dance (Di Logos).
Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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