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Classical ballet was perhaps the most visible symbol of aristocratic culture and its isolation from the rest of
Russian society under the tsars. In the wake of the October Revolution, ballet, like all of the arts, fell under
the auspices of the Soviet authorities. In light of these events, many feared that the imperial ballet troupes
would be disbanded. Instead, the Soviets attempted to mold the former imperial ballet to suit their
revolutionary cultural agenda and employ it to reeducate the masses. As Christina Ezrahi’s groundbreaking
study reveals, they were far from successful in this ambitious effort to gain complete control over art.

Swans of the Kremlin offers a fascinating glimpse at the collision of art and politics during the volatile first
fifty years of the Soviet period. Ezrahi shows how the producers and performers of Russia’s two major
troupes, the Mariinsky (later Kirov) and the Bolshoi, quietly but effectively resisted Soviet cultural
hegemony during this period. Despite all controls put on them, they managed to maintain the classical forms
and traditions of their rich artistic past and to further develop their art form. These aesthetic and professional
standards proved to be the power behind the ballet’s worldwide appeal. The troupes soon became the
showpiece of Soviet cultural achievement, as they captivated Western audiences during the Cold War period.

Based on her extensive research into official archives, and personal interviews with many of the artists and
staff, Ezrahi presents the first-ever account of the inner workings of these famed ballet troupes during the
Soviet era. She follows their struggles in the postrevolutionary period, their peak during the golden age of the
1950s and 1960s, and concludes with their monumental productions staged to celebrate the fiftieth
anniversary of the revolution in 1968.
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From reader reviews:

David Guyton:

This Swans of the Kremlin: Ballet and Power in Soviet Russia (Pitt Russian East European) book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Swans of the Kremlin: Ballet and Power in Soviet Russia
(Pitt Russian East European) without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Swans of the Kremlin: Ballet and Power in Soviet Russia
(Pitt Russian East European) can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Swans of the Kremlin:
Ballet and Power in Soviet Russia (Pitt Russian East European) having great arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Blair Chappell:

The book untitled Swans of the Kremlin: Ballet and Power in Soviet Russia (Pitt Russian East European) is
the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown
to an individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that
they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Swans of the Kremlin:
Ballet and Power in Soviet Russia (Pitt Russian East European) from the publisher to make you more enjoy
free time.

Gaye Lewis:

You can find this Swans of the Kremlin: Ballet and Power in Soviet Russia (Pitt Russian East European) by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if
you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or
printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking
by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Willie Batres:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Swans of the Kremlin: Ballet and Power in
Soviet Russia (Pitt Russian East European) to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it
and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a



book and study it. Beside that the book Swans of the Kremlin: Ballet and Power in Soviet Russia (Pitt
Russian East European) can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of the time.
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