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Luxury, beauty, refinement, sensuality, elegance - silk is synonymous with all of these. No fiber -
natural or man-made - rivals its versatility. Silk is light but strong, smooth and soft, supremely
adaptable. It can be made wonderfully warm or deliciously cool, and dyed with infinite subtlety or
boldness of color. When worn or draped, its fluidity is spellbinding.

The Book of Silk follows the story of this remarkable material through 5,000 years, reproducing hundreds of
fabrics, furnishings, and garments from all parts of the world. From ancient China, where the secret of
reeling silkworm cocoons was first discovered, the narrative leads by the legendary Silk Routes to
Byzantium and the Islamic world, to Ottoman Turkey and India - and on to the Renaissance, baroque, and
rococo silks of Western Christendom. In modern times the fashion industry yields a wonderful array of
designs from Fortuny, Balenciaga, Poiret, and Schiaparelli, among others.

A dazzling selection of illustrations, many drawn from private collections, reveals silk's omnipresence in
couture and decoration, carpets, embroidery, and even painting. Complete with a detailed reference section
that includes terms and technical processes, collecting and care, galleries and museums, and a bibliography,
The Book of Silk will appeal to anyone interested in history, fashion, and beauty.

274 illustrations, 180 in color
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From reader reviews:

Katy Pinkham:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that
question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific The Book of Silk to
read.

Karen Plum:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The Book of
Silk, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Tracy Zapata:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this The
Book of Silk.

Christopher McCormick:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Book of Silk to make your current reading is
interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book
to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the publication The Book of Silk can to
be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of
these time.
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