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 “A very well-crafted, important book. I recommend it highly.” —Howard Winant, author of The New
Politics of Race

 

In 1994, California voters flocked to the polls in record numbers because of a ballot measure-Proposition
187-that was designed to deny social services to undocumented immigrants. A majority of voters favored the
proposition, and accusations of racism flew in all directions. A U.S. District Court ultimately overturned it,
but to this day Proposition 187 represents a watershed moment in the immigration debate.

 

Examining the dynamics of that political battle, The New Nativism questions racism as the motivating factor
for political action both at the time and in the high-stakes, hotly contested immigration debates of today.
Robin Jacobson’s work, based on in-depth interviews with supporters of Proposition 187, unpacks the role
race played in their support of the measure. Jacobson finds that rather than being motivated primarily by
racism, proponents connected racial identity, ideas of fairness, and traditional American values in surprising,
often contradictory, ways. As individual activists on both sides of the debate struggled to make sense of their
political and ideological commitments in light of immigration issues, the meaning and import of race and
citizenship were conflated in their minds.

 

Investigating a key moment in grassroots political activism, The New Nativism sifts through the claims of
racism that dominate current immigration debates and humanizes the discussion in important and potentially
controversial ways. Moving beyond inflammatory headlines and polarizing rhetoric, Jacobson reveals that it
is not so much prejudice but the very act of defining race that lies at the center of modern American politics.

 

Robin Dale Jacobson is assistant professor of political science at Bucknell University.
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From reader reviews:

Nicol Thomas:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the reserve untitled The New Nativism: Proposition 187 and the Debate over Immigration can be
very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Kevin Roark:

Typically the book The New Nativism: Proposition 187 and the Debate over Immigration has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Ronald Canty:

The New Nativism: Proposition 187 and the Debate over Immigration can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing The New Nativism: Proposition 187 and the Debate over Immigration but doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Eduardo Fernandez:

You can obtain this The New Nativism: Proposition 187 and the Debate over Immigration by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
correct ways for you.
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