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A true essay is “something hazarded, not definitive, not authoritative; something ventured on the basis of the
author’s personal experience and subjectivity,” writes guest editor Jonathan Franzen in his introduction.
However, his main criterion for selecting The Best American Essays 2016 was, in a word, risk. Whether the
risks involved championing an unpopular opinion, the possibility of ruining a professional career, or
irrevocably offending family, for Franzen, “the writer has to be like the firefighter, whose job, while
everyone else is fleeing the flames, is to run straight into them.”

The Best American Essays 2016 includes ALEXANDER CHEE, PAUL CRENSHAW, JAQUIRA DÍAZ,
LAURA KIPNIS, AMITAVA KUMAR, SEBASTIAN JUNGER,
JOYCE CAROL OATES, OLIVER SACKS, THOMAS CHATTERTON WILLIAMS and others
 
JONATHAN FRANZEN, guest editor, is the author of five novels, most recently Purity, and five works of
nonfiction and translation, including Farther Away and The Kraus Project. He is a member of the American
Academy of Arts and Letters, the German Akademie der Künste, and the French Ordre des Arts et des
Lettres.
 
ROBERT ATWAN, the series editor of The Best American Essays since its inception in 1986, has published
on a wide variety of subjects, from American advertising and early photography to ancient divination and
Shakespeare. His criticism, essays, humor, poetry, and fiction have appeared in numerous periodicals
nationwide.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Ross:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Best American Essays 2016. All type of
book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Shirley Kier:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This The Best American Essays 2016 book is readable through you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding The Best
American Essays 2016 content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking The
Best American Essays 2016 is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Lily Tarver:

Typically the book The Best American Essays 2016 will bring you to the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this
book very ideal to you. The book The Best American Essays 2016 is much recommended to you to study.
You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

William Glover:

The reserve untitled The Best American Essays 2016 is the publication that recommended to you to learn.
You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that author
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when
write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-
book of The Best American Essays 2016 from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.
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