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Michel Houellebecq is France’s most famous and controversial living novelist. Since his first novel in 1994,
Houellebecq’s work has been called pornographic, racist, sexist, Islamophobic, and vulgar. His caricature
appeared on the cover of the French satirical weekly Charlie Hebdo on January 7, 2015, the day that Islamist
militants killed twelve people in an attack on their offices and also the day that his most recent novel,
Soumission—the story of France in 2022 under a Muslim president—appeared in bookstores. Without God
uses religion as a lens to examine how Houellebecq gives voice to the underside of the progressive ethos that
has animated French and Western social, political, and religious thought since the 1960s.

Focusing on Houellebecq’s complicated relationship with religion, Louis Betty shows that the novelist, who
is at best agnostic, “is a deeply and unavoidably religious writer.” In exploring the religious, theological, and
philosophical aspects of Houellebecq’s work, Betty situates the author within the broader context of a French
and Anglo-American history of ideas—ideas such as utopian socialism, the sociology of secularization, and
quantum physics. Materialism, Betty contends, is the true destroyer of human intimacy and spirituality in
Houellebecq’s work; the prevailing worldview it conveys is one of nihilism and hedonism in a postmodern,
post-Christian Europe. In Betty’s analysis, “materialist horror” emerges as a philosophical and aesthetic
concept that describes and amplifies contemporary moral and social decadence in Houellebecq’s fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Roldan:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Without God: Michel Houellebecq and
Materialist Horror is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Alicia Hendrickson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
Without God: Michel Houellebecq and Materialist Horror.

Rosalie Dietrich:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Without God: Michel Houellebecq and
Materialist Horror, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Loretta Pena:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Without God: Michel Houellebecq and Materialist Horror can make you
experience more interested to read.
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